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downturn, our exports rose slightly during the first half of 2015.

China’s accession to the WTO in the early 2000s marked the beginning of
strong growth in our exports to that country. From a few tens of millions of
francs in the late 1990s, they skyrocketed to 1.65 billion in 2012 before
settling at around 1.4 billion in 2013/2014, partly because of the relative
decline in China’s growth. Despite everything, the increase over the past
decade has been spectacular.

Has the China-Switzerland Free Trade Agreement already had a
favourable impact on the export of Swiss watches to China?

The free trade agreement testifies to the solid relationship between China
and Switzerland, and provides bilateral cooperation with positive
framework conditions. In concrete terms, the commitments made in the
agreement will allow us to better to protect our intellectual property in
China, particularly the “Swiss Made” label.

The planned reduction in customs duties is a good thing, but it has not yet
had a major impact because its implementation is being staggered over
time. In the long term, we expect to see positive effects.

What kind of progress have you and your Chinese partner made in
cooperation in the framework of the FTA?

We have established a dialogue and two meetings, one in Bern, one in
Beijing, have already taken place in order to decide on concrete
measures. It has been decided that our federation will organize training
sessions for the Chinese authorities in the field of intellectual property.
The Chinese authorities will support our industry to struggle fake watches
on Internet. Our federation will give support to the National Horologe
Quality Supervision and Inspection Center in order to authenticate
watches. The next meeting will take in Switzerland in 2016.

The Chinese watch industry is developing quickly. What is in your
opinion the main gap between the Swiss and Chinese watch
industry? How do you expect the competition as well as cooperation
between them in the future?

The excellence of Swiss watchmaking lies in its quality, precision,
craftsmanship, tradition and innovation, and training. These values have
built the reputation of Swiss watchmakers and explain their success, in
China in particular. The Swiss watch industry will continue to invest in
those values to preserve its worldwide ranking.

China has already become a major player in watchmaking at the global
level, and there can be no doubt that it will do everything in its power to
further improve its position. Despite the fact that our two industries are in
competition, Switzerland will continue to export Swiss watches to China
and to import Chinese watch products.
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