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bilateral ties between China and Switzerland.

Ill. Swiss Foreign Economic Policy: A Focus on China

With a population of less than 9 million inhabitants and a correspondingly
limited internal market, the Swiss economy generates the 20th largest
GDP worldwide, owing to the fact that the Swiss economy makes heavy
us of cross-border trade and investment. In view of this marked
dependency on international economic relations, the main objective of
Swiss foreign economic policy is to secure market access abroad and to
strengthen the legal framework for international economic activities. The
Swiss government pursues this goal in the WTO, by contractual relations
with the EU (Switzerland’s closest trading partner), and by concluding free
trade agreements with overseas countries.

China as one of the three most important trading partners of Switzerland
is a priority partner for Switzerland when it comes to strengthening trade
and investment relations, both in terms of mutual market access and
cooperation. The FTA concluded between China and Switzerland is a
major achievement in this regard, as it facilitates access for Swiss compa-
nies to the large and growing Chinese market, thereby contributing to the
diversification of Switzerland's trade relations. Conversely, the
China-Switzerland FTA facilitates access for Chinese operators to the
Swiss market, where Chinese products meet high purchasing power
customers and where Chinese companies and consumers source high
technology imports and quality products.

IV. The Contents of the China-Switzerland Free Trade Agreement
The FTA concluded between China and Switzerland is a comprehensive
free trade agreement. The Agreement covers trade in goods (industrial
and agricultural products), rules of origin, customs procedures and trade
facilitation, trade remedies, technical barriers to trade, sanitary and
phytosanitary measures, trade in services, protection of intellectual
property rights, competition, investment promotion, transparency in
government procurement, environmental issues, economic and technical
cooperation, and includes institutional provisions. In parallel to the FTA,
an Agreement on Labour and Employment Cooperation as well as five
Agreements on cooperation in the area of Technical Barriers to Trade and
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures were concluded, and a Work
Programme for Economic and Technical Cooperation was adopted.

The broad based agreement improves mutual market access for Swiss
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