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construction of high-quality free trade area. Third, the China-Switzerland
FTA has built a good platform of cooperation for both countries to further
bilateral pragmatic cooperation. The China-Switzerland FTA has a
chapter of "Economic and Technical Cooperation”, stipulating the specific
areas of collaboration, including sustainable development, government
procurement, labour and employment, horology, public health, fiims,
tourism, traditional Chinese medicine, quality supervision, inspection and
quarantine and intellectual property rights.

2. Great significance of the China-Switzerland FTA

The China-Switzerland FTA is a great achievement in acceleration of
China's free trade area strategy. In this global circumstance of low
economic growth and rising trade protectionism, China-Switzerland FTA
demonstrated China's determination and confidence in further opening
and strong opposition to trade protectionism, pronouncing that China will
take a more open attitude in international competition and cooperation,
actively participate in economic globalization and regional economic
integration, and will forge consensus and facilitate the global trade
liberalisation process.

China-Switzerland FTA will drive the China-Switzerland economic and
trade cooperation further. China is the world's second largest economy,
and also the largest developing country. Itis at a key stage of accelerating
industrialisation, informatisation, urbanisation and agricultural modernisa-
tion, China is the world's second-largest market, with huge capacity and
prospect where goods of more than USD 10 trillion will be imported in the
next 5 years. Switzerland, located in the centre of Europe, is an important
country with high international standing and extensive influence. It has
advanced manufacturing, strong foreign trade and large market capacity.
China and Switzerland are highly complementary in the industrial and
trade structure, and have huge potential for cooperation. The establish-
ment of China-Switzerland FTA will definitely promote bilateral economic
and trade cooperation between the two countries, complementing each
other to develop together.

The China-Switzerland FTA will also facilitate the economic and trade
cooperation between China and the European Union (EU). As an
important member of the European Free Trade Union, Switzerland keeps
a close cooperation with the EU in economy, trade as well in as other
regions, and has strong radiation to the whole European market. The
Implementation of the China-Switzerland FTA will further strengthen the
economic and trade cooperation between China and other European
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